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to extortion by Roman provincial governors, by

which timariots were appointed,, has been
entirely passed over. The reading of Bernler's
narrative leaves a definite picture of the Mogul
Empire in the mind's eye, which perhaps even,
the short sketch of his narrative which has been
given irf the present chapter does not wholly
fail to reproduce. In the mirror which Bemier
holds up to our gaze we see the Mogul Empire
steadily impelled towards its doom by a multi-
tude of various evils. Its emperors were weak,
Yacillating, and vicious; Its chief men oppor-
tunists and time-servers; its provincial governors
rapacious, oppressive, and ambitions; its mili-
tary leaders corrupt, luxurious, and destitute of
energy; its rank and file demoralised and spirit-
less; its peasantry crushed beneath more than
Verrine extortion; its judges arbitrary and un-
controlled, save possibly by the king himself in
capital cases. And yet, it is clear from Beniier,
all these evils sprang from two primary defects,
the incapacity of the emperors, and the rotten-
ness of the system of land-tenure, which was the
basis of the Mogul theory of government. The
one imposed upon the empire all the evils of
autocracy with none of its corresponding advan-
tages; the other made the life-peers the slaves
of the king's pleasure, and crushed out all in-
dividuality, and the peasants the slaves of tfie
timariots, and kept them always on the verge of
starvation. The reign of Akbar showed that, given
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